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As the fury watchad, 11th Judictal Circuit Sollcitor
Donald V. Myers, who had beent patfently cross-ex-
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.mm-mmumuounm Smith, the

-year-old Mghachost h.:lﬁ* Mr. Bell allegedly kid-

year.

Walker that when Shart Smith
ofosed. not like In the movies?™

langhter. “Atn't we havin® fume~
a8 the jury of seven women
“Blience s golden, my friend, ™
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ed last Juns 27 after the:
history. A short, stocky |
reddish beard that gives
blance to King Henry VIIT of
e had & varfed past: convictions for ha-
phone calls and assauits against women ap
s M:a-y of mental disorders that, In his
- eptible to v ble urges to
fernajen”
Mmmeulylmblm—cxceptforcﬂ-
month prison sentence fn 1976-1978 — he worked for '~
Eastern Alriines in Charlotte, N C., as & reservations
clerk. After being fired for com
returned home to live with his parents in Lexington
County, 8.C.. where he worked as a part-time
electrician.

On May 311923, Ms. Smith wag abducted from her
driveway about 18 miles from his home as she went
10 get the mall. “A beauttful

2 high-school gradustion. i

On June & the Smith family received the first of >~
eight calls it would get from & man who sald he had
abducted M. Smith with a gun. The last call wonld
lead police to Ms. Smith's body.

She wis not destined to be the only victim. On June
14, twe weeks 10 the hour that Shart Smith was ab-
ducted, a stocky man jumped from his car and
grabbed 9-year-old Debra Helmick, who was Playing
in the front yard of her mobile home with her youn~

Pelice thought the two cases werd linretated, But
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‘Mr. Bell does have a certain
flair for the theatrical,” the
judge noted dryly. ‘He does give
us his knowledge of cliches,
which is quite extensive.’
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13 GOLDEN: Larry Géne Bell, above, was
In @ Seuth Careling murder trial In
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oh June 12, the same man who had called the Smith
house about Shari called again and gave directions to
the young girl's dody. On June 27, acting on leads
that are still undisclosed, police arrested Mr Bell.

Mr. Bell’s family promptly hired one of South Car-
olina’s best-known defense Inwyers, Jack B, Swerling
of Cotumbdla’s SBwerling & Harpootlian, who in 1983
had ted mass murderer Donald “Pee Wee™
Gaskins In a capital case. Mr. Swerling,' 39, Is an
Imposing man at ¢-foot-4 and 200 pounds with & deep
dut gentle voice. }

Mr. Myers, a dspper-looking 40-year-old lawyer
with thinning hair and a veteran of mere than 10
death-penalty trials, guickly snnounced he would
seek the electric chalr for Mr. Bell In Ms. Smith's
killing. Mr. Bell later was charged with Debra Hel-
mick’s abduction and alleged murder. State v. Bell,
G8-41-114.

Charlotte police alsc began investigating Mr Beil
n fon with a missing In that city

Although Mr. Bell's trial In the Smith case origi-
Rally was scheduled for November In Saluda County,
which Is adjacent to Lexington County and where
Ms. Smith's body was found. First Clrcuit Judge
John H. S8mith (no relation to Ms. Smith) — after
questioning 28 potential Ssluda County jurors —
ruled It couldnt be held there because of an “over.
whelming féeling” In the sommur _ * jt Mr. Belt
wad guilty and deserved the ele ‘ri~ zhalr,

Judge Smith then ordered the trial moved to
Moncks Corner, a_town of some 3,700 located two
hours’ drive sout of Colambia. Nonetheless, nearly
all the jurors had heard of the case. some In consid-
erable detail .

The evidence against Mr. Bell appeared strong.
Mr. Myers Introduced it through ¢4 witnesees and

which his defense iswyer tried to comvince the Jury
that Mr, Bell was ‘zutlty but mentally 1L’

some 60 exhibits. It Included head and puble hairs
from Ms. Smith's body that matched those found at a
rural house where Mr. Beil had been house-sitting
last May and June.

But the most striking evidence were good-quality
tapes made by police of the calls to the Smith family.
Admiited over defense they were played
before the jury. Mr. Bell's friends and former co-
workers testified that his voice was on the tapes,
- The only question. nearly everyone connected with
the case acknowledged, was whether Mr. Bell would
get the death penalty.

Mr_ Swerling decided his best strategy was to try
to convince the jury that hs client was “gulity but
mentally HL" a new verdict allowed under a 1984
state law. !

WIith this affirmative defense, Mr. Swerling has to

Challenge of Conf. rming Conduct to the Law

prove that because of mental Iliness. the defendant
could not conform hia conduct to the law — even
though he knew right from wrong. Previcusly, the
oniy kind of mental behavior defense to & crime In
South Carolina courts was “not gulity by reason of
insanity,” which heid the defense to a much higher
standard of proof — that the defendant did not know
right from wrong at the time of the crime.

In South Carolina, a “gutity but mentally (1™ ver-
dict must be returned In the first stage — the guilt or
innocence phase — of a death-penaity trial

Pursuing this strategy raised a novel fon in
South Carolina: If the Jury found Mr. Bell “gullty st
mentally 1L, would Judge Smith allow the jury to
deliberate on whether to sentence him to dle? As it
turns out, he d14

In presenting his defense, Mr. Sweriing, as he later
told the jury in closing arguments, cast aside most
claims to Mr. Bell's innocence.

Of the defense's 17 witnesses, five wers prisen
guards who testified about Me Bell's bisarre mental
mdjunmnhmmurmmpollu
officers who testified that Mr. Bell may have tele-
phoned police with an anonymous tip in which he
gave his name as the suspect.

Moreover, to show the full nature of Mr. Bell's
purported llckngn. Mr,Swerling also introduced evi-
dence of other crimes )is cllent had been comvicted of
or assoclated with —'incloding the abdeetion-death
of the Helmick girl and neriminuting’ statements
Mr. Bell had made o police abowt the missing North
Carolina woman. evident® aformation
about other crt that Judge Smith had ruled the
prosecution not fntroduce.

On the day of the defense’s case, Judge
Smith — witly the jury out — said he wanted to say
publicly thay'Mr. Swerling was voluntarily tntrodue-
ing evid the judge had previously exctuded.

“I Just want to make that clear for the record.”

Judge Sénith said.

Mr. Bell himselt took the stand for nearly two
days,'making numerous bizarre statements dotted
wit odd phraseclogy — “gifted or fruitcake,” “food
for thought™ and “slience is golden.” 10 name a few
Me refused some A bled

/'when answering others.

Me. Bell inst he was not Ity i1, and under
cross-examination, said he had undergone past treat.
ment for mental liiness only to get light sentences in
his previcus trushes with the iaw.

Mr. Swerling reminded the fury that one symptom
of Mr. Bell's mental iliness is that he denles he is
mentally lll. Mr. Bell. sald Mr. Swerling, is a man
who has lost touch with reality. 8 man who iy
“whacked-out." Mr. Myers. on the other hand, told
the jury that Mr. Bell was a sadist who deserved an
Academy Award for acting

Meanwhile, Mr. Bell's behavior at the trial, apart
from Ms testimony, became an issue.

Once, he pinched the cheek of defense Rwyer Eliz-
abeth O. Levy, 30, also of Swerling & Harpootiian,
and at another time, he stuck Ms finger In her eer On
other 4 he plucked orange ti from a
Kleenex box and dropped It on her tegal pad.

On the (ifth day of the defense’s case, at Mr. Swerl-
ing’s request, Judge Smith stopped the trial to hold a
competency hearing. After hearing conflicting testl.
mony from state and defense doctors, Judge Bmith
fuled the trial shouid continve.

“Mr. Bell does have a certain flair for the theatrd-
cal” the judge noted dryly. "He does give us his
knowledge of cliches, which Is qulte extensive.~

Two days later, during jury arguments in the guilt-
of Innocence phase, Mr. Bell disrupted the court as
Mr. Swerling was bullding toward a crescendo. Ris-
ing from the defense table, Mr. Bell sald, “Your how-
or, today is the sabbath. ! think legaily and In the
eyes of God, I should take the witness stand * Min-
utes later. after Mr Bell said he might disrupt court
proceedings again, Judge Smith ordereq him re-
moved fromm the courtroom.

* .

The case went to the fury Sunday evening, Feb. 23.

Jurors spparently didn't think “gulity bug mentally
UI” was worth discussing at length. Fifty five min-
utes later, they reached a verdict: guilty.

Mr. Bell knows what he Is dolog. Mr. Myery told
reporterd later. “He just has no consclenne ~ he satd.

After hearing testimony all day 'n....,., and
Wednesday, Feb. 13 and 24, the Jury deliberated for
two hours. and reached another decision: geqin

Mr. Bell became the 43d Inmate on Soury Caroll-
na's death row. When asked by Judge Smith ¢ he had
anything to say, Mr Bell sald, ancharactertsticafly,
“no, sir ™




